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Greetings MRGA members! 

Happy Spring!  Aren’t we all so glad that Spring is finally here?  The crocuses and daffodils are making 
an appearance, and soon there will be more blossoms and flowers to paint.  Speaking of blossoms, 
hopefully you got a chance to see our “Blossoms and Wings” exhibit at the Shrewsbury branch of the 
Monmouth County Library.  This beautiful exhibit of local flowers and birds runs through April 30th, 
with our reception from 1:30 – 3 pm and painting pickup following.  Stop by and check out this new 
show. 

There’s lots going on this Spring.  Two important reminders – 1. Our Point Pleasant Beach Library 
Show is wrapping up – pickup of paintings is Monday, March 30th, from 1 to 3 pm.  If you are unable to 
be there, please let me know (732-674-2038).  And 2. Our April meeting will take place on April 10th, 
which is NOT this first Friday of the month.  That’s because the first Friday of April is Good Friday, 
which several members wish to observe.  So, we will gather next at the Curtis House at 4 pm on April 
10th, when we will have a presentation on “Preparing your Art for Exhibition – from Creation to 
Hanging” by renowned artist, longtime member and past president Robert Stetz.   

Next up is our annual Brielle Library exhibition which will be running from May 1st through June 28th.  
Receiving is from 1 – 3 pm on Tuesday, April 29th.  The prospectus and entry form is in this newsletter.  
Please take note of the maximum size requirements - hanging & portfolio space is limited!  Please 
call Tracy – 732-822-2099 if you have any questions.   

In addition to our meetings and exhibits, don’t forget about the Sea Girt Lighthouse classes and the 
various art group gatherings and workshops in the area.  One interesting new opportunity is the Point 
Pleasant Beach Plein Air Painting Competition on Saturday, April 25th.  This event welcomes any artist 
who works in oil, watercolor, acrylic or pastel, to paint outdoors, capturing the vibrant buildings, 
streetscapes, scenery and the spirit of the Point Pleasant Beach Business District.  Paintings must be 
started and completed between 7:30 am and 3 pm and will then be hung in the Jim Inzero Gallery for 
judging.  Additional info can be found at https://assets.artworkarchive.com/.../Prospectus_wta5rr.pdf   

I hope everyone enjoys all that comes with the beginning of Spring and you all get a chance to paint 
something new and vibrant.  I hope to see you soon at our exhibits and meetings.   

Happy painting! 

Sheila
Sheila Soyster 
President, Manasquan River Group of Artists 

http://www.mrga38.org


MRGA Executive Board and Committees 2025-2026

PRESIDENT
Sheila Soyster…… . . . . . . . . . . . . 732-674-2038
VICE PRESIDENT
Vinnie Nardone………. . . . . . . . .732.319.1772
RECORDING SECRETARY
Jackie St. Angel… . . . .  . . . . . . . . .732.216.8568
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
Susanna Anastasia. . . . . . . . . . . . .732.449.9287
TREASURER
Laura Lutz……… . . . . . . . . .……732.371.6284
AT-LARGE TRUSTEES 
Debra Herbster........................... 908.380.7580 
Beverly Sirianni.......................... 732.861.7354
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Barbara Calvo.............................. 732.996.0738
PHOTOGRAPHER
Melinda Saminski .…………….732.610.8626
DEMONSTRATIONS/SPEAKERS
Barbara Calvo.............................. 732.996.0738

HISTORIAN
Janice Collinson……………… .732.528.7179
WEBSITE
Sheila Soyster…… . . . . . . . . . . . . 732.892.7692
PUBLICITY/SOCIAL MEDIA
Claudia Simes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 732-288-3739
NEWSLETTER
MaryAnn Goodwin………… . . .732.539.4150
SUNSHINE
Mona Kirk…………………… . 732.223.2569
HOSPITALITY
Margo Fletcher…. . . . . . . . . . . . . .732.259.7767
ANNUAL LUNCHEON
Mona Kirk……………. . . . . . . . .732.223.2569
MEMBERSHIP
Mona Kirk…………………… . .732.223.2569
NOMINATING
Linda Hejduk………………… .732.714.0854
ART CLASSES
Sea Girt Lighthouse… . ……….732.223.2569

https://assets.artworkarchive.com/.../Prospectus_wta5rr.pdf

For further information and prospectus 
for the Plein Air competition:

https://assets.artworkarchive.com/.../Prospectus_wta5rr.pdf


January 2 – March 30        
 MRGA Winter Art Exhibition 

Point Pleasant Beach Library, McLean Avenue, Pt. Pleasant Beach 
Painting pick-up – March 30   1-3 pm 

 

Friday, April 10      4:00 pm 
MRGA General Membership Meeting 

Curtis House, Brielle 
Preparing your Art for Exhibition – from Creation to Hanging 

Presentation by Robert Stetz 
 

March 7 – April 30 
“Blossoms & Wings: A Spring Reverie” Art Exhibition 

Monmouth County Library Eastern Branch, Rt. 35, Shrewsbury 
Reception: Thursday, April 30   1:30 – 3:00 pm 

Pick up: April 30     3:00 – 4:00 pm 
 

May 1st – June 27th 
MRGA Brielle Library Art Exhibit 

Brielle Library, 610 South St.  Brielle 
Receiving: Friday, May 1   1 – 3PM  

RECEPTION: Sat., June 27th   12 – 3PM  
(Awards: 2 PM; Pick-Up Art: 3PM) 

 

Friday, May 1      4:00 pm 
MRGA General Membership Meeting 

Curtis House, Brielle 
Hows, Whys & What-nots of Acrylic Painting 

Presentation & Demonstration by Christopher McKinnon 



ART CLASSES 
 Sponsored by: 
         The Manasquan River Group of Artists 
     

   Tuesdays  1:00 – 3:00 pm 
   At the Sea Girt Lighthouse 
 
2025 
 December 2 & 9 – Karen Wachter – watercolor      732-202-8417 
   16 – Janice Collinson – watercolor      732-528-7179 
 

2026 
 January 6 - Janice Collinson – watercolor      732-528-7179 
   13 & 20 – Bev Sirianni – watercolor      732-774-0014 
   27 – Arlene Newman – watercolor       732-682-3397 
 
 February 3 - Arlene Newman – watercolor       732-682-3397 
   10 & 17 – Melinda Saminski – pastel      732-610-8626 
   24 – Tamara Woronczuk – collage      732-998-8286 
 
 March 3 - Tamara Woronczuk – collage      732-998-8286 
   10 & 17 – Leona Lavone – watercolor      732-914-9941 
   24 – Barbara Calvo – pastel       732-996-0738 
 
 April     14 & 21 – Carol Ann Oporto – pastel pet portraits   732-504-7217 
   28 - Debbie Herbster – watercolor      908-380-7580 
 
 May  5 - Debbie Herbster – watercolor      908-380-7580 
   12 – End of Year Class 
 
 

  Instructed Classes - $6.00      Catch-up Classes - $3.00 
 

 Please call instructor before attending class for necessary information. 
 

 Any other information, please call Mona Kirk – 732-223-2569 

Newsletter iNformatioN-
All submissions for the newsletter and changes to your address, phone or email should be sent by by email to MaryAnn Goodwin at 
maryanngoodwinarts@gmail.com by the 20th of the month for the next newsletter. When announcing an award please give the title of 
your work. Photographs should include the names of the persons in them except for a large group. 

Please visit the website for MRGA  www.mrga38.org Our website is being updated regularly by Sheila Soyster. Please 
contact Sheila with any information: sheila624@comcast.net or 732-892-7692. Thank you Sheila. 

Newsletter information-
All submissions for the newsletter and changes to your address, phone or email should be sent by by email to MaryAnn Goodwin at 
maryanngoodwinarts@gmail.com by the 20th of the month for the next newsletter. When announcing an award please give the title of 
your work. Photographs should include the names of the persons in them except for a large group. 

Please visit the website for MRGA  www.mrga38.org Our website is being updated regularly by Sheila Soyster. Please 
contact Sheila with any information: sheila624@comcast.net or 732-892-7692. Thank you Sheila. 

http://maryanngoodwinarts@gmail.com
http://www.mrga38.org
http://sheila624@comcast.net 


Thank you David Levy for your marvelous Italian 
Renaissance presentation at our March meeting! 



MMeemmbbeerr  NNeewwss      
 

Works by Susanna Anastasia and Vinnie Nardone were accepted into the national 
juried exhibition at the Monmouth Museum under the theme: "A Time Within a Time". 
Susanna's artwork was an acrylic titled "Blackbird" and Vinnie's artwork was a casein 
titled: "Bay Jazz'. The exhibit is scheduled in the main 
gallery from March 15th to May 10th, 2026.   
 
MaryAnn Goodwin’s watercolor "Asian Vase” and 
Nancy Robinson’s “Leathersmith” were accepted into the 
Garden State Watercolor Society Open Juried Exhibition 
at Middletown Art Center. On view, April 1st through May 
30th.    
 

Accepted into the Art Alliance of Monmouth County 
Annual Juried Show, "Pumpkin Loves a Blanket" by 

MaryAnn Goodwin  

and Mary O’Malley-
Joyce’s “Historic 
Portland Place on the Navesink River”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tracy Roccanova-Miller is having a Spring Show and 
Sale of Original Watercolors at the Point Pleasant 
Beach Library from April 2nd to May 30th, 2026. The 
Artist's Reception will be held on Saturday, April 
18th, from 11 am to 1 pm. Light Refreshments will be 
served. 



March MRGA Meeting 
WELCOME to our newest MRGA members! Stephen Harrison, Jonathan Weir, 
Donna Bissell and Loretta Simon
  

And congratulations to our beloved Mona Kirk, who received a plaque 
commemorating her status as an Honorary Member of the Manasquan 

River Group of Artists.



 
• Pick up your artwork from the Point Pleasant 
Beach Library Show!  Monday, March 30th, 1-3 pm.   
 
• Our next MRGA General Membership Meeting is 
NEXT Friday, April 10th!  (Good Friday is the first 
Friday, so we moved the meeting to the second 
Friday) 
 

 
 
 



Awards from the Pt. Pleasant Library Show



                MANASQUAN RIVER GROUP OF ARTISTS 

        BRIELLE PUBLIC LIBRARY EXHIBIT 2026

    **ENTRY FORM**        
SHOW DATES: MAY 1st TO JUNE 27th      

RECEIVING:  Fri., May 1st, 1 – 3 PM 

PICK-UP: 3 PM on Reception Day (June 27th) 

ARTIST (print)..................................................................... 

SIGNATURE........................................................................... 

Phone:……………………………………………………………………… 

E-Mail:………………………………………………………………………

      TITLE:………………………………………………………………….. 

      MEDIUM:..............................................................................     

      PRICE $.................... 

1.  PORTFOLIO PIECE TITLE:…………………………………………… 

       

 

MEDIUM… . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    

PRICE:   $………… 

2. PORTFOLIO PIECE TITLE:………………………………………..…..... 

  PRICE:  $………… 

3.PORTFOLIO PIECE TITLE: ……………………………………….......… 

MEDIUM: …………………………………. 

PRICE:    $………….. 

*** UP TO THREE (3) PORTFOLIO ARTWORKS ***

REPRODUCTION PRINTS AND/OR ORIGINALS

    MAXIMUM SIZE: 16”X20” / MATTED & WRAPPED 

MEDIUM. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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